CHAPTER V

JOHN BRIGHT

I HAD a curious argument once with Mr. Bright on
the subject of novels and novel writing.   I had written
a novel which was published anonymously and was well
received by the reviewers and the public.    It came in
Mr. Bright's way somehow, and he read it and liked it;
and I told him it was mine ; and out of this arose the
argument.   He said to me in his kindly way, 6 Now you
have made a good beginning, and I should like to give
you a piece of advice: Make up your mind to write
novels all about good people/   I was somewhat stag-
gered at first by this peculiar counsel, and I endeavoured
to draw him out a little further on the subject.    He told
me tliat he liked the novel I had written, mainly he-
cause it was almost all about good people.    There was
only one bad person in it, and he insisted that it would
have been better still if that one bad personage had been
left out.   I asked him mildly if he thought the pub-
lishers would be likely to care much for a novel all about
good people; and he answered me by saying that   he
felt sure the publishers would come to like anything
which was liked by the public.    Therein I had to ad-
mit that he was probably right;   but  I  asked   him
whether he thought the public would take much interest
in romances which were all about good people.    Bright
contended that the public would be very glad in the end
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